
Farley Hill Primary 
Foundation Phonics and Early Reading



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



We teach Phonics everyday. It is taught in a 20 minute whole class 
lesson, where the graphemes are introduced alongside their 
corresponding phoneme. 

We teach children to read words with the new grapheme and practice 
the skill of blending. We read words both in our phonics sessions and in 
our reading books.

We also do oral blending with them, for example touch your h-ea-d.

Your child will bring home a sound wallet each week containing the 
sounds we have been learning. This is for you to practice the individual 
phonemes as flashcards and put them together to make words. 



Blending to read words



It is really important that you pronounce the sounds correctly at home if 
you are supporting your child. These videos are on the website for you to 
refer to 

Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Tricky words 

Some words cannot be read 
phonetically and so these must be 
learnt as whole words – we call 
these ‘tricky words’. 

The more children see and read 
these words the better! 



Reading practice sessions are: 

• 1:1 reading sessions

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by segmenting 
and blending 

• Read 90% of the book without difficulty 
, boosting confidence 

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use and learn a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child



Books going home



Reading is more than decoding! We want children to …

- Understand – Do they know what they have read?

- Predict what might happen next

- Recall a story they have heard or read

- Talk about character’s feelings

- Give their opinions on a story or book

Reading can be done anywhere, at any time
Not just from sharing a book…



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



Our aim is for our children to love stories, to 
love being read to and to want to learn to 
read!

Reading is fundamental to life long learning. 

It opens up our imagination and takes us to 
places we can only dream of.



Any questions?


