
 

 

 

Farley Hill 
Primary School 

 6th December 2024          Newsletter Number 713 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

We are really starting to get into the Christmas 
spirit at school with rehearsals for Nativities and 
Christmas shows aplenty. The dress rehearsal 
for the Year 2 Nativity was this morning in front 
of the whole school – I can tell you that the Year 
2 parents are in for a Christmassy treat next 
Monday (pm) and Tuesday (am). Year 1 parents 
will also enjoy their Christmas shows on 
Monday (am) and Tuesday (pm) as well. Year 5 
have been making Greek pots out of clay today 
– a feat that is trickier than it may seem! They 
have done well to persevere with the task and I 
know their pots will look stunning. Year 4 had a 
great Viking day this week – they baked bread 
and made brooches, learning how Vikings lived 
was a tiring business! 

 
We are looking forward to welcoming you to 
Winter Wonderland this evening. I know the 
PTA have worked extremely hard behind the 
scenes to arrange everything for a fun-packed 
evening for all our families. The school staff 
would like to thank them very much for 
everything they do to support the children. 
They have recently paid for the School of 
Kindness workshop, classroom resources and 
will be paying for the pantomime the whole 
school will be able to enjoy next week. They 
make a huge difference to the school  - please 
continue to support them as much as you can. 
Their big project continues to be the 
redevelopment of the woodland area at the 
back of the school – if you can offer help and 
support with that please let us know.  
 
 
 

 
 
We have had children attend a Boccia event this 
week on behalf of the school and a football  
team competed in a tournament in Wokingham 
today. Thank you to all those children who 
represented our school so brilliantly and to the 
staff and Volunteers that supported them. It 
was lovely to hand out certificates and medals 
in our Celebration assembly today to recognise 
their achievements. 
 
Hopefully we will see you later for all the fun of 
Winter Wonderland – but I also hope you have 
a lovely weekend. 
 
I will look forward to seeing you all on Monday 
morning. 
 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Head Teacher 

 

 

          

Items for Information: 
• 2024-2025 Term Calendar dates 

• Winter Wonderland 

 

Items for Action:  
• Dates for the calendar 



2 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2024 – 2025 Term Calendar Dates 
 

Monday 09/12/24 Year 1 Christmas Play AM 

Monday 09/12/24 Year 2 Christmas Play PM 

Tuesday 10/12/24 Year 2 Christmas Play AM 

Tuesday 10/12/24 Year 1 Christmas Play PM 

Monday 16/12/24 EYFS and Nursery Concert / Nativity 

Wednesday 18/12/24 Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 19/12/24 5-6 PM Yr3/4 Disco 

Thursday 19/12/24 6-7 PM Yr5/6 Disco 

Friday 20/12/24 Last day of Autumn Term 1PM close 

SPRING TERM  

Monday 06/01/25 Inset Day 

Tuesday 07/01/25 First day of Spring Term 

Monday - 
Friday 

17/02 – 
21/02/25 

Half Term 

Monday 24/02/25 Inset Day 

Friday 04/04/25 Last day of Spring Term 1PM close 

SUMMER TERM 

Tuesday 22/04/25 First day of Summer Term 

Monday 05/05/25 Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

Friday 23/05/25 Inset Day 

Monday - 
Friday 

26/05 – 
30/05/24 

Half Term 

Wednesday 23/07/25 Last day of Summer Term 1PM close 
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 This Weeks Awards 

 

Unicorn Awards Values Leaf Awards 
Samuel R Acorns Lilli An R Acorns 

Hudson R Conkers Freya R Conkers 

Iyla 1 Holly Ted 1 Holly 

Freddie 1 Silver Birch Abdullah 1 Silver Birch 

Alfie 2 Aspen Riaan 2 Aspen 

Maple Class 2 Maple Ivy 2 Maple 

Oliver H 3 Sycamore Kayden 3 Sycamore 

Ariah 4 Willow Casian 4 Willow 

Jacob 5 Beech Nisa 5 Beech 

Arjun 6 Oak Wyatt 6 Oak 

 
 

 
 
     
 
 
          
 
 

            

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Weekly Birthdays 
We wish the following children, a very 
happy birthday for this week: 

Alona 
Grace H 
Oscar D 

Nisa 
Abdullah 
Zak DP 

Oliver H 
Reynolds 

Jason 

 
 

Weekly Attendance 
Cup  

  Maple Class 
 

 
 
 

Weekly House Winner 
Neptune 
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Christmas Post Box 
We are very excited to have our Christmas Post Box in the Reception foyer by the office.  If your 
children would like to send cards, please ensure that the cards are addressed to include Name and 
Class of recipient, then our Elves will sort and process the Christmas Post. 
  
Please note that unfortunately we cannot print class lists due to GDPR.  It's a great memory exercise for 
your child to write a list of their friends. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Lunch 
 
Our fabulous Christmas Lunch is on Wednesday 18th December, 
Christmas Jumpers are welcome to be worn over school uniform, 
instead of school jumpers or cardigans. 
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Football Teams 
 
We have now completed 6 games with 2 still left to play and another match tonight!  
Here are photos from boys playing Gorse Ride on Tuesday 26th November. It was a rough match but the boys 
played fantastically.  
 

       
 
 
Girls team playing Nine Mile Ride on Friday 29th November. We won 3-1. The girls were so proud as you can 

see from their celebration photo.  
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Playground at Pickup 
 
Please note that the Pirate Ship and 
Adventure Playground should not be 
used outside of the school day.  We 
would appreciate it if you could ensure 
that your younger children do not play 
on these whilst you are collecting your 
school children. 

 
Thank you for your support,  
Mrs Bateman 
 
 
 

       
  
 
       
 

                                       
 

 

   
 
                
 

Sickness  
Please be aware that if your child has been sick (vomited) 
or had an upset tummy (diarrhoea) they cannot return to 
school until 48 hours have passed since the last bout of 
illness. 
Please see NHS guidelines here: 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-
school/ 

 

Leave of Absence Forms 
If your child requires time off school for 
any medical appointment, please ensure 
that you complete a Leave of Absence 
form which can be obtained from our 
website or paper copy from the Office 
Reception. 

 
 

Disabled Parking Bays  
A polite reminder that disabled parking bays 
are for parents, grandparents and visitors who 
require these specific bays. Please do not park 
in these bays unless you are a blue badge 
holder. The disabled bays have designated 
space around the parking bay to allow for 
easier access.  Please also consider that there 
are a wide range of impairments or conditions 
not necessarily visible to others, please be 
considerate and respect others.  
 

 

     

Parking – Polite reminder 
 

Please refrain from parking in the 
residents and visitor car parks on 
the residential roads near the 
school. 
Several people have had an idea 
that may help the traffic flow 
through the school and on Baston 
Road. If all drivers could make a left 
hand turn onto Biggs Lane where it 
meets Baston Road (after exiting the 
school). This may help the flow of 
traffic leaving the school site not 
come to a standstill.   
By driving down to the roundabout 
and coming back up Biggs Lane it 
may actually save time for 
everybody.  
 
Thank you for your support,  
Mrs Bateman 

 
 
 

       
  
 
       
 

                                       
 

 

   
 
                
 
 
 

Attendance 
In the Government’s document ‘Working 
together to Improve Attendance’ it states: ‘All 
schools have a continuing responsibility to 
proactively manage and improve attendance 
across their school community. Attendance is 
the essential foundation to positive outcomes 
for all pupils.   This is why we continue to set 
expectations about attendance levels for our 
children. However, we work with all families, 
and especially those with children who have 
SEN or medical needs, to support them with 
any attendance concerns regarding their 
children. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch 
if support would be helpful.  
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WBC Consulting on school admission numbers 
We are looking to reduce the number of school places offered to reception 
pupils in 
eight primary schools in the borough to help schools to better plan for future 
resources. 
We want to make sure people have the chance to have their voice heard, so 
please see our consultation document for full details. 
 
The changes would be in place for the school year 2026/27 at the following 
schools: 

• Radstock Primary School 
• Robert Piggott CofE Infant School 
• The Colleton Primary School 
• Gorse Ride Infant School 
• Gorse Ride Junior School 
• Bearwood Primary School 
• Winnersh Primary School 
• Walter Infant School 

There are currently significantly more primary school places in Wokingham 
borough 
than are needed. 
This is due to a decline in the birth rate, which is steeper in the borough than 
the 
national average. Families moving into new housing as well as other 
demographics of 
local areas mean not all schools have experienced the same decline in 
applications. 
These changes have a major impact on school operations, as funding received 
is per 
child, not per class. 
By reducing school places offered, these proposals will allow schools to 
structure and 
plan more effectively and be more financially stable, all leading to better 
quality education. 

https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/school-admission-arrangements-2026-27

